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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  for  your  considera- 
tion my  twenty-fifth  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition 
and  health  of  your  town  for  the  year  ending  December,  1925. 

In  the  Circular  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  to 
the  contents  of  Medical  Officers’  Reports  for  the  year  1925, 
they  should  be  a survey  on  the  general  conditions  of  the  area 
concerned. 

The  Area  of  this  district  is  4,395  acres. 

Population,  1921,  was  3,512. 

„ 1925,  estimated  3,781. 

Death  Rate,  1921  = 8'8  per  1,000  population. 
m T925  ==  7 1 >>  >>  » 

Birth  Rate,  1921  = 10  6 per  1,000  population. 

>>  I925  17  4 >>  >>  >» 

It  will  be  seen  the  death  rate  is  lower  and  the  birth  rate 
higher  than  in  1921. 

1921  Assessable  Value  30  467  at  a penny  rate,  A23. 

I92S  » „ 36-547  » „ 49- 

Social  Conditions. 

The  neighbourhood  consists  chiefly  of  a residential  popula- 
tion and  farms,  the  lower  classes  being  engaged  in  agricultural, 
gardening  and  general  business  and  domestic  pursuits. 

There  is  no  particular  industry  or  occupation  having  a 
deleterious  effect  on  the  general  health  of  the  community. 

We  are  not  a poor  community  as  a whole,  and  there 
are  many  wealthy  and  generous  inhabitants  willing  to  help 
necessitous  cases  if  brought  to  their  notice  through  reliable 
channels. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Relief  and  gratuitous  medical  aid  is 
small. 


The  Local  Authority  is  not  related  to  or  administers 
National  Health  Insurance  or  Poor  Law,  or  any  voluntary 
hospitals. 

There  are  some  Charities,  the  money  for  which  was  left  by 
private  individuals  to  be  administered  by  trustees. 

The  Surveyor,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Rate  Collector  and 
Clerk  are  whole  time  officers.  Medical  Officer  of  Health  part 
time. 

There  has  been  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  illness, 
sickness  or  invalidity,  or  conditions  of  occupation  or  environ- 
ment found  having  a prejudicial  effect  on  the  health  of  the  town. 

The  nursing  in  the  neighbourhood  is  done  by  a District 
Nurse  under  a Nursing  Committee  not  connected  with  the  Local 
Authority. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

There  has  never  been  a strict  scheme  under  the  Local 
Authority  established  in  Beaconsfield,  with  creches,  hospital, 
home,  salaried  officers,  nurses,  health  visitors,  provision  for 
home  nursing,  &c.  What  has  been  done,  has  been  done  volun- 
tary. Milk  has  been  supplied  in  necessitous  cases  to  children 
and  mothers,  both  expecting  and  nursing.  Baby  Shows  are 
discouraged  by  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
1920  as  being  detrimental  to  Child  Welfare  Movement. 

The  breast  fed  child,  under  normal  circumstances,  has  the 
best  chance  of  a healthy  progressive  existence  than  the  arti- 
ficially fed  one.  It  is  the  natural  food  of  the  child.  But  in  order 
to  come  to  this  standard,  we  must  also  feed  the  mothers 
scientifically.  Another  point  is  the  healthy  surroundings  of  the 
families,  proper  housing,  sufficient  air  space  and  good  sanitary 
arrangements. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  is  by  the  Amersham,  Beacons- 
field and  District  Water  Company. 

An  analysis  is  made  from  time  to  time,  and  it  has  main- 
tained its  normal  character  and  purity.  There  is  about  19 
degrees  of  hardness,  due  to  the  presence  of  calcium  carbonate  ; 
it  is  found  that  nearly  all  of  the  calcium  is  deposited  on  boiling. 

The  supply  continues  good  and  about  the  average,  it  being 
between  25  and  30  gallons  per  head,  and  the  pressure  varies  from 
80  to  100  lbs.  per  square  inch,  according  to  the  different  parts  of 
the  district  supplied. 
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Analysis  of  Company’s  Water. 

Sample  is  bright  and  clear. 

Odour,  none. 

Colour,  etc.,  in  two-foot  tube,  pale  bluish  tint. 

Total  dissolved  solid  matter,  2i'68. 

Chlorine  in  chlorides,  o'85. 

Ammonia,  free  and  saline,  o. 

Ammonia,  albuminoid,  o'ooi. 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates,  o'ogi. 

Nitrogen  in  nitrites,  o‘o. 

Oxygen  required  to  oxydize  organic  matter  (in  3 hours), 
C007. 

Hardness,  total,  ig‘o. 

Hardness,  permanent,  4'o. 

Hardness,  temporary,  15  0. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the  district  to  become 
polluted,  neither  are  there  any  manufactories,  works,  or  other 
industries  liable  to  pollute  water  from  any  source. 

Scavenging 

Is  carried  out  by  men  employed  by  the  Council  in  a satis- 
factory manner,  by  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  &c.,  on 
a convenient  place  away  from  the  town. 

Closet  Accommodation 

Of  the  cottages  are  of  modern  type,  and  in  some  instances 
where  they  are  in  a row  for  a set  of  cottages,  they  are  of  the 
automatic  flushing  type.  The  town  having  grown,  and  the 
large  number  of  visitors  by  train  and  ’bus  during  the  whole  of 
the  year,  a public  urinal  and  closets  for  male  and  female  is  a most 
moral  and  pressing  need,  and  although  a year  has  elapsed  since 
the  matter  was  brought  up  before  the  Council,  nothing  has  been 
done  in  the  matter,  and  I advise  strongly  that  something  be 
done  without  delay. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  three  methods  of  sewage  disposal  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Beaconsfield. 

1.  The  Outfall  Works  situated  at  Holtspur  Bottom,  con- 
structed to  take  the  sewage  of  the  northern  or  new  part  of 
Beaconsfield. 


These  works  are  capable  of  disposing  of  75,000  gallons  of 
sewage  in  24  hours,  and  can  be  enlarged  to  dispose  of  a larger 
amount  as  time  requires. 

2.  The  Old  Town,  standing  on  high  ground,  is  drained  by 
a sewerage  system  constructed  some  years  ago,  and  connected 
with  a Sewage  Farm  of  about  seven  acres,  lying  about  one  mile 
and  a half  from  the  town,  on  the  Hedgerlev  Road,  on  the 
southern  slope.  This  system  was  constructed  before  the  building 
of  the  conjoint  railway,  and  takes  the  sewage  of  over  about  400 
houses  and  cottages. 

It  is  still  working  satisfactorily. 

3.  The  cesspools  of  isolated  houses  and  houses  in  roads  not 
yet  connected  with  either  drainage  system  are  emptied  by  means 
of  our  sewage  barrel,  and  auxiliarated  by  hire  of  the  High 
Wycombe  sewage  barrel,  both  of  the  latest  design,  and  can 
consequently  be  used  night  and  day  without  detriment  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  houses  being  treated,  or  the  general  health  of 
the  public. 

The  night  soil  by  this  means  is  carried  to  selected  places,  or 
to  such  a manhole  connected  with  the  Old  Sewage  Farm  situated 
outside  the  regulation  district. 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  your 
Surveyor,  Major  Sargeant,  with  the  greatest  care,  using  every 
precaution  to  prevent  any  prejudicial  influence  on  the  health  of 
the  district. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

Has  been  carried  out  by  your  Inspector,  Major  Sargeant, 
under  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1922,  and  classified  in  tabu- 
lated form. 

This  will  be  found  appended  to  this  Report  for  the  year 
ending  1925. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Elementary 
Public  Schools  is  satisfactory. 

Notification  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease  infecting 
scholars  are  reported  to  me  by  the  Head  Master  or  Mistress  on 
Form  MO. 84,  Bucks  County  Education  Committee. 

The  Housing  Question 

Is  more  or  less  at  a standstill  owing  to  general  conditions, 
not  only  here  but  all  over  the  country.  Remarks  and  details  on 
this  subject  will  be  found  in  the  Surveyor’s  appended  Report. 


r. 


Overcrowding  lias  been  fully  gone  into  from  time  to  time, 
reported  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  my 
Annual  Reports,  but  until  a sufficient  number  of  houses  can  be 
erected  to  supply  the  working  class  with  an  adequate  house  at  a 
rent  they  can  afford  to  pay,  these  circumstances  must  exist. 

Methods  of  Dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

1.  Isolation  at  home  when  it  is  found  to  be  safe  and 
possible  to  do  so. 

2.  Removal  to  hospital  when  unable  to  isolate  at  home 
satisfactorily. 

3.  Disinfection  of  rooms  or  the  whole  house,  if  necessary. 

4.  Isolation  of  persons  in  attendance  and  supervision  of 
contact  cases. 

5.  The  use  of  anti-toxins  and  serums  which  are  provided 
by  the  Council. 

6.  Use  of  swabs  and  collection  of  serum,  &c.,  for  examina- 
tion by  1'he  Chemical  Research  Association,  London. 

7.  Disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  and,  in  some 
cases,  destruction  by  burning  when  thought  advisable  for  the 
safety  of  others  in  the  house. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  the  amount  of  infectious  diseases 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Beaconsheld  is  remarkably  small,  and 
although  we  have  an  Isolation  Hospital  always  kept  in  readi- 
ness, to  be  opened  immediately  should  necessity  require  us  to 
do  so. 

I think  this  speaks  volumes  for  the  general  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  town. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1921  to  December,  1925. 

ig2r.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever;  1 diphtheria  and  sus- 
pects ; measles. 

1922.  The  Isolation  Hospital  was  opened  for  scarlet  fever. 

1923.  Three  cases  scarlet  fever;  4 diphtheria. 

1924.  One  case  typhoid  ; serious  epidemic  of  measles. 

1925.  Six  cases  scarlet  fever  ; 1 diphtheria. 

Weekly  returns  are  made  of  all  infectious  disease  to  the 
Countv  Medical  Officer  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the 
prescribed  cards. 

Tuberculosis. 

Cases  are  reported  to  me  by  the  general  practitioners  and  a 
register  kept. 


These  cases  are  reported  weekly  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  special  cards  and  as  a 
Special  Report  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  on  Form  H.,  and 
a Quarterly  Report  on  special  forms  to  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer.  Some  are  treated  at  their  own  homes,  and  are  examined 
when  necessary  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  home  or 
the  District  Dispensary  at  High  Wycombe.  Arrangement  can 
also  be  made  for  treatment  at  the  County  Sanitorium. 

There  was  only  one  case  reported  in  1925. 

The  milk  supply  is  protected  by  the  testing  of  samples  from 
time  to  time ; and  any  person  connected  with  cows  or  dairies 
who  has  been  reported  as  tubercular  warned  to  discontinue  his 
employment. 

Public  Vaccination 

Is  not  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority  in  this 
district. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  &c. 

These  are  periodically  examined  and  inspected,  and  any 
defects  or  improvements  advised. 

There  is  no  milk  sent  to  London  from  the  farms  in  this 
district. 

The  milk  supply  is  derived  from  farms  and  dairies  in  this  or 
surrounding  districts. 

To  insure  a pure  milk  supply  in  the  district  every  care  is 
taken  by  your  officers — By  the  periodical  examination  of  milch 
cows  and  tuberculosis  test  of  each  cow;  the  cleanliness  of  the 
cows’  stalls  and  sheds,  which  are  periodically  cleaned  and  lime- 
washed,  and  as  few  beams  and  rafters  exposed  as  possible  ; and  a 
good  supply  of  fresh  air  to  those  sheds. 

'I'he  well  grooming  of  the  cows,  the  cleanliness  of  their 
udders  before  milking  is  commenced,  and  also  the  cleanliness  of 
the  men  engaged,  and  all  pails,  dairy  utensils  and  cans,  are 
advised  by  your  officials. 

Lastly,  the  contamination  of  milk  does  not  rest  there;  the 
consumer  has  a duty  to  perform  by  preventing  contamination 
by  dust,  flies,  etc.,  and  cleanliness  of  vessels  used  for  its  reception. 

Bakehouses. 

These  have  been  periodically  visited,  and  instructions  given 
for  repairs,  alterations  and  lime-washing. 


Slaughterhouses,  &c. 


There  are  three  in  number.  These  are  likewise  periodically 
examined  and  inspected,  and  found  in  good  order  and  the  regu- 
lations carried  out  by  the  private  owners.  It  is  a most 
important  matter  that  every  facility  should  be  given  for  the 
inspection  of  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  to  insure  the 
delivery  to  the  public  of  sound  and  healthy  meat. 

The  way  to  insure  this  is  by  having  a Public  Slaughterhouse 
for  all  butchers,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council’s  officers. 

The  Ministry  Regulations  regarding  exposure  of  meat  for 
sale  are  carried  out  by  all  butchers  in  the  town.  All  the  shops 
have  glass  windows,  which  can  be  open  or  otherwise,  and  marble 
slabs  for  joints  to  be  placed  on.  Other  regulations  as  to 
handling  meat  by  customers  are  enforced,  and  automatic  scales, 
showing  the  weight  and  price,  used.  Inspection  of  meat 
exposed  for  sale  is  made  at  any  time  when  it  is  thought 
necessary  by  your  Inspector,  Major  Sargeant. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  food  poisoning  reported  in  the 
neighbourhood. 


Table  of  Causes  of  Deaths  during  1925. 


Influenza 

No.  of  Deaths. 
1 

Cancer 

2 

Cerebral  Hcemorrhage 

1 

Heart  Disease 

7 

Arterio-Sclerosis  ... 

1 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  ... 

1 

Deaths  from  Violence 

2 

Other  defined  Diseases 

5 

There  have  been  29  deaths,  17  females,  12  males. 

There  have  been  66  births,  37  females,  29  males,  two  of 
which  were  illegitimate. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  = 7'i. 
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This  compares  favourably  with,  from  all  causes: — 

England  and  Wales  = I2'2. 

County  Boroughs,  &c.  = i2'2. 

Small  Towns  = n’2. 

London  = 117. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  = 17  4,  compared 
to : — 

England  and  Wales  — i8’3. 

London  — i8'o. 

Appended  is  the  Report  of  your  Inspector  and  Surveyor, 
Major  Sargeant. 

In  conclusion,  I again  thank  him  for  his  willing  assistance, 
as  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  me. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  H.  TURNER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Beaconsfleld 
Urban  District  Council. 


Leigh  House,  Beaconsfleld. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1925. 

This  Return  does  not  include  work  done  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 

I. — General. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  7 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ...  ...  31 

Notices  served  (formal,  14;  informal,  3)  ...  ...  17 

Nuisances  abated — 

(a)  By  persons  responsible  ...  ...  ...  31 

( b ) By  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

II.  — House  Nuisances. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pavements  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  house  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  2 

III.  — Drains,  W.C.,  &c. 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  ventilated  ...  ...  3 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

W.C.’s  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ...  Nil 
Earth  closets,  privies,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Cesspools  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

IY.— Water  Supply. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ...  Nil 
Sample  of  water  analysed  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Wei  Is  cleansed,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Y.  Food. 

Seizures  of  unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Surrenders  of  unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

YI. — Slaughterhouses. 

Number  on  Register  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ..  ...  52 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

* Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 
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YII. — Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  ... 
Number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


4 

40 

1 

1 


YIII. — Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  purveyors  of  Milk  on 
Register  ... 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register 
Number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


3 

2 

52 

1 

1 


IX. — Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  on  Register  ... 
Number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


9 

42 

1 

1 


X. — Yarious. 

Visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  items,  e.g.,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Canal 
Boats,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Local  Government  Board  Table. 


STATEMENT  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  Districts)  Regulations,  iqio,  in  regard  to  the 
inspection  of  dwelling  houses,  under  section  17  (1 ) of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act  1909 — 1920. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the 

purpose  of  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  houses  which  were  considered  to  be  in 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  closed  ...  Nil 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
representations  were  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  Nil 
Number  of  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  houses,  which  after  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders,  were  made  fit  for  habitation  Nil 
Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Numbers  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

bv  Local  Authority,  and  costs  recovered  ...  Nil 
Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

by  Local  Authority,  and  costs  not  yet  recovered  Nil 

General  Character  of  Defects  Found  : — 

(а)  Drainage  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(б)  Closet  accomodation  (insufficient  or  defective)  Nil 

(c)  Water  supply  exposed  to  polution  ...  ...  Nil 

( d ) Insufficient  circulation  of  air  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(/)  Insufficient  light  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(g)  Dirty  by  tenant’s  default  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(h)  Dirty  by  landlord’s  default  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( i ) Insufficient  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(;)  Defective  methods  of  refuse  disposal  ...  ...  Nil 

( k ) Internal  structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  i 

(/)  Defective  roofs,  gutters,  and  down  pipes  ...  3 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Infective  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890  ...  ...  Yes 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Pt.  3 Yes 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1870  ...  Yes 

Byelaws. 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  .. . ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Water  Supply...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Cleansing  of  Footways  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Removal  of  House  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Cleansing  of  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Tents,  Vans,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops...  ...  ...  Yes 

Water  Supply. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 


MAJOR  H.  SARGEANT, 


Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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